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Quidhampton Village Newsletter 
                                     June 2013      

What’s On in June 

Monday 3 children ba ck to school 
zumba  cla ss 18.30 White Horse Loft 

Wednesday 5 Pub closed in the evening: the sta ff a re a ttending a  ra lly in support of the ‘fa ir 

deal for your local’ campa ign*.  

Thursday 6  Pub Q uiz  The White Horse 
Sunday 9 Bemerton O pen Ga rdens  14.00 – 17.00* 

Monday 10 Bemerton St John’s Prima ry school: sports  day  

Tuesday 11 St John’s Prima ry swimming ga la a t Five Rivers  
Women’s Institute  Summer Pa rty a nd na tional AGM report, members  only  

Monday 17 St John’s Prima ry: year 1 phonic tests this  week  

Tuesday 18 Bishop of Salisbury talk : George Herbert St John’s Church 19.00 * 

Wednesday 19 Bemerton Film Society: The Sting* 
Satur day 22 Bemerton Ba rbecue* 

Monday 24 zumba class 18.30 White Horse Loft 

*Starred events: details further in the newsletter 
 

Zumba classes: only two th is month bec ause H elen wi ll be on her honeymoon.  We wish her and Steve 

Wales all th e b est for th eir weddin g day, 8 June.   

Editor’s note: the classes continue to be fun and fantastic exercise.  Helen has begun teaching us the can -
can, drawing on her professional dancing experience when she p erformed it regularly.  We have to be 
seen to be bel ieved!  Christmas show, anyone? 

 

What’s on in  Wilton 
Sunday 2 The Big Lunch 12.00 – 16.00  FREE community event: Wilton Co mmunity  Centre and Parish 
Church.  Indoors if wet .  Live music, children’s fun and games, bouncy c astle, Cheerleaders etc.  Food on 

sale or b ring you r own , plus somethin g non perishable for th e Trussell Trust foodbank.  
Satu rday 8 and  Sund ay 9  Festival of th e Family: Wilton Parish Church 
Teddy Bears Parachute Jump (11.00 Saturd ay), Th e Great Wilton B ake Off, painting co mpeti tion, raffle, 

British Legion Band (19.30 Satu rday),  Sunday: 10.30 Festival Eucharist, 15.00 Joseph, th e festival fin ale 
followed b y barb ecu e. 

Fair deal for  your loc al: P eter Strawson is 

taking an active part in this campaign against th e 
restrictive p ractic es of big pub o wning co mpanies 

(Pubcos). The high rents and b eer pric es that   
landlords are forc ed to pay are a major f actor in 

the closure of thousands of pubs. This is a cross 
party c amp aign with support fro m all  sides. 

If you cannot drop in for  a dr ink to support The 
White Hors e th en why not visit 

www.f aird ealfo ryourlocal.com which will explain 
how you can take part in a short govern ment   

survey, s end a submission or wri te to your MP. 
Letters and emails should be sent  by 14 June.   John 

Glen House of Commons  London SW1A 0AA  or  
john.glen.mp @parliament .uk  

It is important th at th e voic es of ordinary people 
are heard. 

These details were s ent last week to the  
Quidhampton Community emai l list.  Send your 

email to th e newsletter editor if you want to join 
the 62 residents who already rec eive updates by 
email.  Contact her if you want to send something 

round to the list. 
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Annual Parish Meeting, 28th May 
was in a new forma t this yea r and village 

groups were asked to g ive a report.   
 

1. The  Village Entertainments Fund  

John Cater, Viv Bass a nd Jonathan Young have 

taken over the E nterta inments Fund from the 

group led by Ron Smith (tha nks to Ron for 
looking after it for so long – something e lse he 

has done for the village).  A ccounts  will be  

free ly availa ble a nd the g roup will report to 
the a nnual pa rish meeting.   

The E nterta inments Fund is quite  separa te 

from the Parish Council.  It bega n with the  

increased socia l a nd community activity in the  
village following the 1995 VE Day  anniversa ry 

celebra tions.  I n 2004 the Enterta inments 

Committee  that ra n these  events ceased to 
exis t and only the fund rema ined.   

The fund adminis ters  the 100 Club and keeps 

half the profits, the other half going  to the 

Village Hall (a bout £230 a yea r ea ch.).  It also 
rece ives the  prof its  from villag e events associ-

ated with it e.g. fireworks  evenings.  It spends 

money  on gra nts  to village functions e.g. chil-
dren’s enterta iner a t the  fireworks  evening, 

underwriting the  Bus Pass Chris tmas  Pa rty.  

The fund now sta nds  at £2104. 

Groups of villagers a re invited to apply to the 
fund for projects or events.  A ny expenditure 

must be  agreed by all members  of  the Fund 

group a nd if  there  were  ever a problem a bout 
allocating the  money there  would be a  meet-

ing for all villagers to a ttend. 

Contact deta ils: John Cater te l: 744079  Os ier 

House Fisherman’s Rea ch 
 

2. The  newsletter 
Bea T ilbrook has written the news letter since  

June 2010, taking it on because she loves writ-

ing a nd believes in the importance of regular, 

good quality communica tion.  S he wants the 
news letter to keep people  informed, give 

them a chance to publicise things a nd allow 

them to have their say.  S he tries to make the  
language as clea r and jarg on free as  possible. 

It is a  joint production with her husband, Ken 
Taylor, who puts  her writing  into the com-

puter prog ramme ‘Publisher’.  Without him it 

could not be produced.  ( is the re anyone e lse 

out the re who can use Publishe r in case of an 
emergency?)   

Bea hoped the news letter would enhance 

Quidhampton’s sense of community and it 
seems to have been successful.  Even people 

who disagree with things in it say they like it.  

She apprecia tes feedback but doesn’t often 

get any thing specific.  People who have men-
tioned specifics  say they like reading a bout big 

village events  like the Jubilee and the  inter-

views with villagers. 
Funding has not been a real problem:  people 

have been generous from the sta rt.  In 2010 – 

2012 there  were  28 issues sponsored by 35 

residents a nd 6 orga nisa tions: T he White 
Horse (2), the Parish Council (4), Salisbury 

Heart Support Group, the E ntertainments 

Fund, Q uidhampton Mill and the  WI.  People 
cannot afford to g ive so much these days so 

several people may sponsor one issue. 

The cost to the  village is  £20 for four pages  

and £40 for e ight.  The las t request for spon-
sorship was  a yea r ago and there is enough in 

hand for 10 e ight page is sues.  This includes a 

100 Club win dona ted by  one couple, £40 sent 
from the USA by an ex-res ident of  Bemerton 

and £180 left from the ta ble  top sale.  S he 

loves the  different ways the sponsorship 

money  comes in, her favourite  be ing when 
people  simply put some money in her pocket 

in the  pub. 
 

3. The  WI 

Jennifer Tyler explained that Quidha mpton WI 

began 19 yea rs ag o and two of the original 
officers are s till in pla ce –  Jennifer and Joyce  

Harvey.  Meetings a re on the second T uesday 

of the  month a nd there  are  15 pa id up mem-
bers.  Subscription is £33, which includes a 

levy for na tiona l headqua rters, entry to meet-

ings, refreshments, and two bi monthly  maga-

zines.  A cribbage group meets  reg ula rly a nd 
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Presentation by young villagers 
 

Several young  people were present in 

order to speak to a  council meeting 
agenda item, the recrea tion g round 

(‘Quidhampton Park’).  They ra ised  

questions a bout the target age ra nge a nd 
the sta te of some of  the equipment.  

They’d found a  basket swing  which wa s 

more suita ble  for their age (11-16 yea rs).  

They offered to help keep the playground 
tidy a nd to do fundraising towards the 

cost of  new equipment.  It was a  well  

organised and profess ional presentation 
with a ccompa nying cata log ue a nd iPa d 

illustrations a nd a ll the councillors  

present were impressed and in fav our of 

doing something.  It may be poss ible to 
get a g rant from the area  board.  

thea tre  outings a re  arranged.  There a re 
210,000 members in the UK in a round 6600 

different institutes.   

The Q uidhampton g roup needs to ra ise 

money  for speakers  and the hire  of  the hall 
but ways of getting  income a re limited.  They 

used to prov ide teas  for council planning  

meetings held in Wilton a nd for coach parties 
in the village ha ll but these events  happen no 

longer. The ageing membership is less willing  

to travel to other WI events  or to join the 

committee.  Although some g roups have 
younger members  local groups have a s imilar 

age prof ile.  Rea lis tica lly it is hard to foresee a 

long  future for Quidhampton WI.  
 

4. Chris Edge spoke about the Jubilee cele-

bra tions which reminded everyone of the 

splendid community spirit a nd enjoyment 
shown a t tha t time 

Peter Edg e, newly e lected Wiltshire Council 

member for Wilton and the Lower Wy le  

Valley, was in attendance.  He will attend a ll 
Parish Council meetings a nd is keen to hea r 

from people (details on the ba ck page).  He 

offered to do a  village wa lk with Pa rish council 
members.  

Questions fr om the public:  John Ca ter  

questioned the position of the fireworks and 

bonfire with rega rd to the roa d but was   
assured tha t everything met the health and 

safety requirements  of  the insurers.   
 

Chairman’s Report and other matters fr om 

the Par ish Council Meeting 

These will be reported in the next newsletter.  
 

Rcreation Ground    
 

The Pa rish Council has  been asked to consider extending the age limit to the recrea tion 

ground which is currently 13 years. Before any decision is  taken the PC would like to hea r the 

views of parishioners.  
If the age limit is raised a  new s ign would identify which equipment is  suitable for which age.  

Please conta ct Clare  Churchill with y our views by 10 July 2013.  Conta ct details  on back page.  

Names of the young people on the slide:  

Marcus Churchill, Connie Roberts, Josie Roberts, 

Izzy Hudson, Olivia Churchill.  Not presen t for 

photo: Sam Herring who masterminded the idea 

and presentation.   
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Local people : The story continued       Chris Anderson's search for his  
father's plane 
 

Chris A nderson's investigations  into the  dea th 

of his fa ther, Flight Sergeant Doug las Beesley, in 
a Lancaster bomber in A pril 1944 had led him to 

a Belgian group ca lled the  Pla ne Hunters.  
 

It was a n exciting moment when they got in 

touch.  Chris realised that they were  a  
professiona lly tra ined, government accredited 

group of specialist archaeologists  who  

excavated s ites  of  World War Two planes all 
over Belgium.  T he Plane Hunters realised that 

at las t they could find JA 695, the  only one of  

the nine Lancasters los t on tha t A pril nig ht to 

rema in unfound.  They'd tra cked down and  
excavated the  crash sites of the  other eight a nd 

now, out of the  blue, someone was  te lling them 

exactly where the  missing  one was.  
How ca n you be so sure? the chairma n, Benny 

Ceulaers, asked.  Chris 's answer was simple: I 

have the letter sent by the MO D to my mother, 

describing  exa ctly where her husba nd was killed.  A nd so two pieces of information ca me  
together in one of those mag ic moments historians  dream about. 
 

It took time to get the necessary  permissions a nd for the  conditions on the g round to be rig ht 

but in November 2012 Chris and his  son, Toby, stood in a potato field in Kievermont, now a 
suburb of Geel, watching the  Pla ne Hunters  team beg in their excavation.  A part from perspex 

shards nothing on the surfa ce indica ted that the spot was  anything other than undis turbed 

farmla nd, but they had already met two v illagers who remembered the Lancaster coming 

down there.  One of them, Clement Kempen, was  fif teen at the time and his  father was  the 
firs t a t the scene.  
 

One crew member, f light sergea nt A  D Anderson (no rela tion), successfully ejected, was   

captured a nd became a prisoner of  wa r.  T he tail gunner went down when the ta il ripped off, 

and a nother crewma n e jected but crashed fa tally into a roof.   A Nazi soldier ordered  
everyone away from the aircraft which burnt a ll nig ht.  The remaining  bodies were  removed 

the next day and the  site g uarded for severa l weeks until a  specia lis t German team arrived to 

take what could be salvaged.   Chris met a  villag er who showed him a  hoe he s till used made 
from metal he 'd taken from the plane, despite the  gua rd.  
 

When the dig began las t November no one was  sure wha t they would find.  The Plane Hunters  

group told Chris that family members  ha d been present a t other excavations  they ha d done  

but never before  ha d the  son of one of the crew been present.  I t was  a moving  moment. 
 

There were  sha rds  of  perspex from the windows a t g round leve l and Chris  hea rd how some of 

it had been ma de into jewellery.  There were a lso some traces of aluminium in the soil.  Firm 

confirmation ca me when a  small known La ncaster pa rt from the bomb bay was  dug up.  Chris  

 

Chris Anderson and Belgian planehunter 

Benny Ceulaers with Lancaster cowling 
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has a diag ram tha t shows 
exactly where this 70 cm 

piece f itted into the  

bombing mecha nism.  
 

The biggest finds  were a 
large piece of a luminium 

cowling missed by both 

Germans  and villagers, a nd 

a generator.  The cowling  
was very deeply buried a nd 

had been surrounded by oil 

which preserved it.  Photos 
of these are on the Pla ne 

Hunters webs ite  under RAF 

Recovery.    
 

Chris was told he could 
'poke around' in the fie ld 

and he found some smaller 

pieces including   a piece of the plastic k nob believed to be from the radio.  
The Plane Hunters team returned to the site for a fina l dig earlier this  year before potato 

planting.  Among other sma ll pieces  they found a  florin (a two shilling  or ten pence piece)  and 

a gold pen nib.  They told Chris  tha t only a navigator would have a pen like  that on board the 

aircraft, so it would be his  father's.  
 

Chris is as tonished at how welcoming  and  

helpful everyone in Belg ium has  been a nd how 

keen they a re to talk  about what happened.  He 

has been back to ta lk again to Clement with the 
help of Benny Ceulaers  as tra nslator and Benny 

gave him his fa ther’s pen nib.  Other a rtefa cts  

unea rthed by the group a re s tored and then 
taken to exhibitions they mount, many of them 

at airshows in the UK. 
 

Benny ha d some other news  for Chris.  He’d 

informed Geel town council about the site and 
suggested they think a bout a  memorial.  There’s 

no money, he was told, but la ter the message 

came through tha t money would be found from 

the 2014 budget, so Chris’s next visit might be 
to the unveiling  of  a plaque bearing  his fa ther’s 

name a nd the names of the rest of  the crew.   
 

What a fitting  end to the story.  

 

 
Chris’s father Flight Sergeant Douglas Beesley 

 

Artefacts from the Lancast er site: pen nib and florin, hoe made 

from recovered metal,  Bakelite knob, engine generator.  
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Quidhampton Women’s Institute  

Quidhampton WI is pa rt of T he Three Va lleys 

group a nd their most recent meeting took the  

form of a competition desig ned to show off 
craft skills – and Q uidhampton won!  T his was 

a lovely  boost for the g roup whose numbers 

have fallen a little  this yea r.  

The competition was  based on nursery 
rhymes  and the following took  pa rt: Joyce  

Harvey a nd Pauline Thompson (Little Miss  

Muffett: lemon curd and a knitted spider), 
Sallie Grey (Humpty Dumpty cake), Audrey 

Potter from Wilton and Ma rgaret Hutchings  

(Three Blind Mice, knitting a nd sewing), Bea 

Tilbrook (Little  Bo Peep, knitting).  A ll were 
displayed on a mag nif icent embroidered ta-

blecloth (Jennifer Tyler, The Lion and the   

Unicorn) 

At the AGM the officers  were  re-elected with 
thanks  and Marga ret Hutchings joined the  

committee.  The other committee members 

are: Valerie Fry from Wilton (President), Joyce 

Harvey (secreta ry), Jennifer Tyler ( treasurer), 
Eve Wha rton, a nd Pauline Thompson. 

The 2013/14 pr ogramme : once again the  WI 

is providing a n exce llent monthly series of 
talks in the  village ha ll, open to everyone, on 

the second Tuesday of every month.  Make a 

special note of 11 February 2014:  Terri Scott 

Jupp will talk about the  making of the popular 
TV series “Call T he M idwife”.  Terri was  

involved with the  publica tion of  the books  on 

which it is  based a nd is the  technica l a dviser. 
11 June: summer party, members only.  9 July 

The Good O ld Days: Life in Hand Laundry 

(1940s):  Bill Moore 

Parish Council: the new council consis ts of Viv Bass, Paul Cripps, Chris  Edge, Dave Roberts, 

Howa rd Rowley, Peter Strawson and Ken Taylor who were elected unopposed.  T here a re two 
vacancies to be f illed by co-option.  Conta ct the clerk for details. 

 

London Moonwalk 

Sara Strawson tha nks everyone who helped 
her ra ise £132 for cancer charities by  

sponsoring her for the  London Moonwa lk.  

She did the ha lf mara thon (13.8 miles) leaving  

Battersea Power S tation at 23.05 and f inishing 
3 hours a nd 40 minutes la ter.  Amid the  

thousands taking  pa rt she  bumped into  

someone who’d been her tea ching ass ista nt in 
Norfolk, and ca ught a g limpse of Jennifer 

Saunders.  T he roads a ren’t shut as they are  
for the London mara thon, instead there  were   

crossing pa trols.  There  were free  mea ls a nd 

massages for pa rticipants, very welcome  

beca use the  first train ba ck was  not until 8.15.  
Sara found the las t two or three miles diff icult 

and wished she’d done more practice but 

once she f inished she enjoyed watching  
others  manag e it too. 

  

Election Results:  Wiltshire  Council 

Wilton and Lower Wyle Va lley 
 

Peter E dge, elected, Liberal Democra t, 706 votes 57.03% ; Jain Giles, Conservative, 417 votes 
33.68% ; Antony Jocely n La bour, 115 votes  9.29% 

Turnout: 33.34%  Spoiled pa pers  : 15  

The previous  councillor, Richa rd Bea ttie, did not stand aga in, hav ing been de-selected. 
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The annual Bemerton BBQ  : all Q uidhamp-

ton friends  and families a re invited.  A unique 
not-for-profit socia l event. 

Saturday 22 June 17.00 to 23.00  Bemerton 

Recrea tion Ground. 

All ages  welcome for food, fun, entertainment 
and dancing  in a beautiful rivers ide setting.   

Disco &  Ba r serving Pimms and Loca l Real Ale.  

Gourmet BBQ (sa usage, chicken, burgers  sala d 
etc)  and choice  of  desserts.  Home cooked 

veggie options  availa ble 

Entrance by ticke t which must be bought in 

advance. £9 adult, £6 unde r 12s, under 5s 
free . Family (2 adults, 2  under 12s £28)   Con-

tact Moira on 338681 for tickets/enquiries.  
 

Bemerton Open Gardens Sunday 9 June 

14.00 –  17.00 

This popular event sees  Lower Roa d ga rdens 
open again.  The mix of  different s tyles is a  

particula r delight – y ou will find something to 

inspire you, however big or small your own 
garden. 

Entry to all gardens: £5; te as, plants and gar-

den tools for sale.  All prof its to the  project to 

convert St John’s church for use  as  a commu-
nity centre.  
 

Bishop of Salisbury comes to St  John’s 

Nick Holta m, Bishop of  Salisbury, has long 

been interested in the life  and work of  George 
Herbert, famous 17th century rector of  our 

parish.  O n Tuesday 18 June he is giving a talk 

about his  enthusiasm entitled “A Man that 

Looks  on Glass”.   
St John’s Church, Tuesday 19.00, musical inter-

lude by Cathe rine Clarke. Bookings by phone : 

321069.  A rrange d by The George Herbert in 
Bemerton group. 

Editor’s note:  The title of the Bishop’s talk 

comes from a ve rse of one of George Herbe rt’s 
most famous hymns:  A  man that looks on 

glass/  on it may stay his  eye/ or if  he pleases  

through it pass/  and then the  heavens  espy. 

This e ncouragement to see  the bigge r picture, 
though written nearly 400 years ago, is s till 

rele vant in 2013.   
 

Bemerton Film Society: The Sting 

Paul Newma n and Robert Redford together 

again as a  pa ir of  conmen perpetra ting an 
elabora te scam (‘s ting’) with cha rm and hu-

mour in lovingly re-crea ted thirties Chicag o.  

Pay attention or you may not understand all 
the twists  and turns  and that glorious  last 

moment.  Released in 1973 it won 7 A cademy 

Awards and has a memora ble  Scott Joplin 

soundtrack. 
Wednesday 19 June St John’s School doors 

open 19.00 f ilm beg ins  19.30 

Editor: I remember seeing this  whe n it was  
release d and at the  end the entire audie nce 

rose to its  feet clapping and chee ring.  
 

Church news: Guest  services at  St  

Michaels 

June 9th we a re celebra ting Weddings  and 

inviting  couples to come a nd celebrate their 
commitment. 

On June 16th Pet Service -  bring your pets for 

a blessing ! 
On June 23r d a service exploring our doubts 

All a t 10:30 a t St.Michael's - something for 

everyone! 

Rector Simon Woodley   
Note for newcomers: St Michael’s is in  

St Michael’s Road, Bemerton Hea th.  St 

John’s, between Q uidhampton and Lower 
Bemerton, is used only for weddings  and 

some funera ls. 

Ooops.  The cong ratula tions  in the last news-

letter to Joseph Coombs, gra ndson of  John 
and Ma rgaret Willcox of  Purbeck, omitted to 

mention his sport.  Joe is a canoe s lalom a th-

lete  who narrowly missed being se lected for 

the 2012 Olympics.  He was  awa rded a  gra nt 
from the Wiltshire Future O lympians scheme 

to help with tra ining costs as  he continues 

working towards selection for the 2016 O lym-

pics. 
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This month’s newsletter is sponsored by  
Janet Evele igh of S outh Ca rolina, USA.,  

previous ly of Church Lane, Bemerton.  She 

gets it by ema il a nd says it reminds her of  

home more than anything else. 

Contributors &  Contacts  

Police non emergency no.: 101 

PC Pete Jung ext. 747442  
PCSO Jenny M oss  

jenny.moss@wiltshire.pnn.police.uk  

St John’s C of E  Pr imary School:  
322848  

White Horse I nn: 742157 

Quidhampton Mill B&B: 741171 

Footshill B &B: 743587 
Wiltshire  Good Neig hbours:  

Claire Routh 07557 110413 

Wilton and District Link Scheme:  741241  
Parish Council clerk:  

Cla re Churchill  743027  

quidha mptonpc@btinternet.com  

1 Tower Farm Cottages, Skew Rd. 
Website: http://

parishcouncil.quidhampton.org.uk/   

Wiltshire  Council 0300 456 0100  
Area Councillor, Peter E dge  

tel: 01722 742667  

peter@pedge. net 

The Rector of Bemerton  
Rev Simon Woodley  333750  

Parish Office   328031   

Problems with HGVs: contact  
Peter.Jung@wiltshire.pnn. police.uk 

or leave a  note  in the bla ck box.  

WI: Valerie F ry 742082 

Village Hall book ings:  
Sabine Dawson 742843  

Waste and recycling dates 

Monday 3 June  household and ga rden 

waste;  Monday 10 June recycling: bla ck 
box and blue lidded bin;  Monday 17 

household and ga rden waste;   M onday  

24 recycling;   Monday 1 July household 
and ga rden waste 

Newsletter editor: Bea Tilbrook 742456 
bjtis@hotmail.co.uk    Meadow Ba rn  

Fisherman’s Rea ch S P2 9BG. 

 
              Printed locally by Spectrum D esign a nd Print of North Street Wi lton  Te l:742 678  

 Police report 

Dear All   A  quiet last month in the  la nd of 
Quidhampton with just the one report of  a 

criminal damage whereby someone thoug ht 

it would be  a g ood idea to smash a  

windscreen with a  brick. Unfortunately 
nothing wa s seen a nd let’s hope tha t this is  

a one off act of mindless vandalism.  We 

have however, bea ten the monthly record -  
8 HGV sig htings this last month –  all of  

whom have been notif ied via the ir operator. 

Not sure  what the answer is over this one 

but whilst Churchfie lds exists.......... 
Regards, PC Pete 

Christian Aid Week collection 

£272.93 was collected from 56 envelopes.  
£187.55 was g ift aided which means  an  

extra £46.75 added to the total.   Many 

thanks  from collector Jennifer Tyler to all 

those who contributed to make it a  hig her 
figure tha n las t yea r. 

Another villager is  taking part in a  na tional 

event: Rai sing money for the  

British Heart  Foundation 
Jackie Peters  of  Clovelly, the easternmost 

house in the  village, and her daug hter Z oe 

have entered the British Hea rt Founda tion's 

London to Brighton Bike  Ride  on 16 June.  It 
is 54 miles which Ja ckie says  is “less  than my 

age but more tha n twice Z oe's”. 

If you would like to sponsor them vis it 
www.justg iving.com/Zoe-Peters or  

simply pop round to see them. 

Next yea r Zoe ha s set herself the challenge 

of cy cling 300 miles in 10 days in Vietna m in 
aid of Help for Heroes.   


